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Biography 

Levingston, Steven  Barack and Joe: The Making of an Extraordinary Partnership 
    A vivid and inspiring “bromance” between Barack Obama and Joe Biden. 
 

Massenburg, Tony  Lessons from Lenny: The Journey Beyond a Shooting Star 
Len Bias, the best college basketball player, achieves his dream, drafted by the 
NBA Champion Boston Celtics and in less than forty-eight hours, he dies. The 
lessons of his death are an inspiring story of survival, rebirth and the constant 
search for a better self. 
 

Paper, Lew In The Cauldron: Terror, Tension, And The American Ambassador’s 
Struggle To Avoid Pearl Harbor 

 A never been told story about Pearl Harbor. Joseph Grew, America’s ambassador 
to Japan, reveals his frantic effort before the Pearl Harbor attack to orchestrate 
an agreement between Japan and the United States to avoid the war he saw 
coming. 

 
Biography/Memoir 

Blaemire, Bob   Birch Bayh: Making a Difference 
This history of the remarkable career of the senator is written by a long-time 
aide. It also covers a time when bipartisanship was common in Congress. 
 

Blauner, Andrew  The Peanuts Papers: Charlie Brown, Snoopy & the Gang,  
and the Meaning of Life 
A one-of-a-kind celebration of America’s greatest comic strip–and the life 
lessons it can teach us–from a stellar array of writers and artists. 
 

Epstein, Nadine  Elie Wiesel: An Extraordinary Life & Legacy 
Elie Wiesel (1928-2016) is best known as the author of Night, survivor of 
Auschwitz and a powerful, enduring voice of the Holocaust. To celebrate this 
humanitarian and keep his inspiration alive, Epstein presents readers with a 
visual history of Wiesel’s life and examines the influence of Night. 
 

 Gentry, Lisa Jones  Forbidden Love 
The true love story of a black priest and a white nun who defied the church and 
society. 
 

 Head, James Phillip An Affair with Beauty: The Mystique of Howard Chandler Christy:  
    Romantic Illusions 

This is the second book of the trilogy--drawn from meticulous research on one of 
the most celebrated artists of the 20th century; It is an account of the impressive 
rise in Christy’s career. 

https://www.blaemire.us/


Biography/Memoir 

Rezaian, Jason  Prisoner: My 544 Days in an Iranian Prison—Solitary Confinement,  
a Sham Trial, High-Stakes Diplomacy, and the Extraordinary Efforts It 
Took to Get Me Out 
The dramatic memoir of the journalist who was held hostage in a high-security 
prison in Tehran for eighteen months and whose release—which almost didn’t 
happen—became a part of the Iran nuclear deal. 
 

Children/Young Adult 
Abouraya, Karen Leggett  Malala Yousafzai: Warrior with Words 

Malala, a Pakistani, loved books and school. When the Taliban came to power in 
2009, they closed all schools for girls. At age 11, she became an activist 
for female education and at 17, the youngest Nobel Peace Prize laureate. 
 

    Hands Around the Library: Protecting Egypt’s Treasured Books 
A true story, in January 2011, thousands of Egypt's students, library workers, and 
demonstrators surrounded the great Library of Alexandria and joined hands, 
forming a human chain to protect the building. Chanting "We love you, Egypt!" 
as they stood for the freedom the library represented.  
 

Brewer, Caroline  Darius Daniels: Game On! 
    A middle-grade rhythmic novel about an 11-year-old boy, a video game,  

and a great and scary adventure the boy cannot escape. 
 
Fliess, Sue   How to Trick a Christmas Elf 

A group of children devise a plan to land on Santa's "nice" list with a sweet 
message about the joys of giving. 

 
    Little Red Rhyming Hood  

Little Red only speaks in verse until Big Brad Wolf scares the rhyme right out of 
her and into him! They must work together and rhyme their way out of this 
dilemma for a contest. 
 

The Earth Gives More 
Sensory-rich scenes and lovely rhymes invite readers to think about all that Earth 
does for us during the seasons and asks us to help the Earth thrive and grow. 

 
Levy, Debbie   Becoming RBG: Ruth Bader Ginsburg’s Journey to Just 

From the New York Times bestselling author of I Dissent comes a biographical 
graphic novel about celebrated Supreme Court justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg. 
 

    This Promise of Change: One Girl’s Story in the Fight for School Equality 
Jo Ann Allen Boyce, one of 12 black students who integrated Clinton, Tennessee’s 
public high school in August 1956, following racial desegregation, relays the 
story of that harrowing experience 

 
 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Female_education
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nobel_Prize


Children/Young Adult 
Levy, Debbie    Yiddish Saves the Day! 

In singsong rhyming couplets, the author encourages readers not to fret ("Oy 
vey!") and to toss some Yiddish words into your everyday conversation and all 
will be well. 

 
    I Dissent: Ruth Bader Ginsburg Makes Her Mark 

The first picture book about celebrated Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg. Justice Ginsberg proves that disagreeing does not make you 
disagreeable! Winner of the 2017 Sydney Taylor Book Award for Younger 
Readers. 

 
Nobleman, Marc Tyler Fairy Spell: How Two Girls Convinced the World That Fairies Are Real  
    True story about one of the great hoaxes that lasted for over 60 years.   

 
    Thirty Minutes Over Oregon: A Japanese Pilot’s World War II Story  

Moving true story about a pilot who dropped bombs in coastal Oregon shortly 
after Pearl Harbor and the visit he made there after the war.  

 
Quattlebaum, Mary  Brother, Sister, Me and You 

Playing to tumbling to cuddling, this nonfiction picture book pairs rhythmic, 
rhyming text with adorable photographs as it explores sibling relationships in 
the animal kingdom.  

 
Staats, Ann McCallum Women Heroes of the US Army: Remarkable Soldiers  

from the American Revolution to Today 
Chronicles the critical role women have played in strengthening the US Army 
from the birth of the nation to today. These smart, brave, and determined 
women led the way for future generations to enter, grow and prosper in the 
forces defending the United States. 

 
Tapper, Alice Paul  Raise Your Hand 

This 11-year-old daughter of CNN's Jake Tapper challenges girls everywhere to 
speak up!  After noticing the girls in her class weren't participating as much as 
the boys, she created with help from her Girl Scout troop and her parents, a 
patch that girls could earn if they take a pledge to be more confident in school. 

 
Taylor, Stephanie  I Can Change Everything 

Hopeful and inspiring, I Can Change Everything reassures children that the 
world can be made into a better place—exactly how they want it to be. 

 
Waites, Joan   A Colorful Tail: Finding Monet at Giverny 

The author and illustrator shares natures’ glorious colors with youngsters 
through enchanting tail of a fox and Monet in Giverny. 

 
 
 
 



Culinary/Cocktails 
Barrow, Cathy   When Pies Fly: Handmade Pastries from Strudels to Stromboli,  

Empanadas to Knishes 
Original recipes for a delicious look into the sweet and savory pie world. A 
wonderful look into the world of pies in their various forms.    

 
Mesnier, Roland  Creating the Sweet World of White House Desserts:  
Ramsdell, Mark   A Pastry Chef’s Secrets  

Chefs Mesnier and Ramsdell make professional desserts possible for all cooks 
and offer insights into the workings and challenges of the White House pastry 
kitchen under five Presidents. 

   
Reavis, Ann   Italian Food & Life Rules 
    A practical and humorous guide to Italian culture 
 
Wade, Bill   Crab Decks & Tiki Bars of the Chesapeake Bay – Virginia Edition 
Wade, Susan Elnicki  Crab Decks & Tiki Bars of the Chesapeake Bay – Maryland Edition 

Find your perfect day trip destination in this comprehensive guide to the 
Chesapeake’s most satisfying dining spots and drinking holes. 

 
Current Events/Politics 

 Cohen, Richard   The Almanac of American Politics 
The gold standard of accessible political information relied on by everyone 
involved, invested or interested in American politics. 

 

Rogers, Douglas  Two Weeks in November: The Astonishing Inside Story  
of the Coup That Toppled Mugabe 
Zimbabwe finally ousts Dictator Robert Mugabe from power. Surreal, strange, 
sinister but often very funny. 

 
Fiction 

Langsdorf, Julie  White Elephant 
A debut novel about an architectural abomination that looms over a D.C. suburb 
with opposing sides struggling to find a middle ground—a parable for our times.  

 
History/Historical Fiction/Military 

Katsu, Alma   The Hunger 
Historical fiction about the wagon train known as the Donner Party. 
Cannibalism; ghosts, witches, fingers turning black in the snow. 

 
Peck, Garrett   The Great War in America: World War I and Its Aftermath. 

A DC tour guide and historian has written an informative book chronicling the 
American experience during World War I and the unexpected consequences that 
rocked the country immediately afterwards. 

 
 
 
 



History/Historical Fiction/Military 
Taylor, Alan    Thomas Jefferson’s Education 

This beautifully written history reveals the origins of a great university in the 
dilemmas of Virginia slavery.  It offers an incisive portrait of Thomas Jefferson 
set against a social fabric of planters in decline and enslaved black families torn 
apart by sales. 

 
Vogel, Steve   Betrayal in Berlin 

The astonishing true story of the Berlin Tunnel, one of the West’s greatest 
espionage operations of the Cold War—and the dangerous Soviet mole who 
betrayed it. 

 
Mystery/Thriller  

Adair, Ama   Shadow Game 
Elle Anderson leads a small, elite team charged with destroying the most 
dangerous terrorist organization the world has ever known.  It’s a world with no 
set rules and where the game is driven by will. This sometimes means acting 
more like the villain than the hero, because it could mean the difference between 
life and death. 
 

Armstrong, Richard  The Don Con 
With a robbery gone wrong, this entertaining comic thriller includes bit acting, 
fan conventions and a mobster. 

 
Aymar, E. A.    The Unrepentant 

A kidnapped 18-year-old girl escapes, and fights back. Grim humor, violence, 
conflicted characters. Will the girl succeed? 

 
Butler, Ellen   Diamonds & Deception 

The third mystery in the Karina Cardinal series has the lobbyist helping unravel a 
diamond robbery being blamed on a friend who is being framed. 

 
    Isabella's Painting 

When Karina Cardinal glimpses at a stolen infamous painting, she has to decide 
what to do--forget what she saw, dig deeper, or seek more help. The painting is 
infamous because everyone connected with it turns up dead. 

 
    Fatal Legislation 

The second mystery in the Karina Cardinal series finds the lobbyist having a 
heated discussion with Senator Harper, who just torpedoed her latest health 
care legislation initiative. The next, after a cryptic remark, the senator is dead at 
her feet.  

 
 Camacho, Austin  The Wrong Kind 

A mother hires private investigator Hannibal Jones to find her daughter who has 
run away from the homeless shelter life that her mother has come to accept. 
When Hannibal finds the daughter, he is caught in a gang war and a murder. 

 
 



Mystery/Thriller  
Copenhaver, John  Dodging and Burning  

In a small Virginia town, a photograph of a beautiful murdered woman propels 
three young people into a far-reaching mystery. 

 
Crosby, Ellen   The Angels’ Share 

In another intriguing Virginia wine country mystery, a cache of historic wine 
hidden during Prohibition becomes the motive for murder. And there may be 
historic documents hidden too. 

 
    Harvest of Secrets 

The search for the killer of an aristocratic French winemaker who was Lucie 
Montgomery’s first crush and the discovery of dark family secrets put Lucie on a 
collision course with a murderer. 

 
DeDakis , John  Fake 

The First Lady dies mysteriously during an interview with White House 
correspondent Lark Chadwick. In the era of "fake news," all "facts" are suspect 
and reporters are targets. Although under personal attack, Lark tries to discover 
the truth. 

 
Dobbyn, John   High Stakes 

A thriller--a possible lost cultural treasure linked to Vlad Dracula--Michael Knight 
on his quest for the treasure relies on his quick wits, friendships, and personal 
integrity. 

 
Grady, James   Condor, The Short Takes 

A collection of short stories about a top CIA operative, who investigates 
conspiracies in Afghanistan and a secret insane asylum housing CIA agents. 

 
Harper, Bradley  A Knife in the Fog 

1888: Arthur Conan Doyle assists the London police in their hunt for Jack the 
Ripper. The hunters become the hunted. 

 
    Queen’s Gambit 

1897: a woman is stalked through the streets of London by a vengeful man, who 
also plans to assassinate Queen Victoria. But who is the hunter and who is the 
hunted? 

 
Kim, Angie   Miracle Creek 

A gripping mystery about parents’ search for medical help for their children and 
the aftermath when a hyperbaric chamber explodes killing two people. 

 
Laskowski, Tara  One Night Gone 

The mystery “What happened to Maureen?” is more about two women trying to 
come to grips with their own selves. Both characters narrate and shift between 
Allison in 2015 and Maureen in 1985. 

 



Mystery/Thriller  
Lehane, Con   Murder Off the Page 

The third mystery set in NYC’s 42nd Street Library, explores the murder of a 
woman who has been leading a double life. 

 
Rapp, Bill   The Budapest Escape 

CIA officer Karl Baier returns to Budapest to find and rescue his agent- Is he 
alive? Along the way, while disobeying Washington's orders, he discovers 
support and betrayal where he least expects it. 

 
Reavis, Ann   Revenge By The Arno 

A novel of mystery and suspense set in Florence, Italy. The third book in the 
Caterina Falcone Mystery Series 

 
Reavis, Ann    Death at The Duomo 
    A thrilling mystery set in the Renaissance City. 

 
    Secret of La Specola 

A novel of mystery and suspense set in Florence, Italy. The second book in the 
Caterina Falcone Mystery Series 

 
Ryan, Hank Phillipi  The Murder List 

Rachel North is a smart older and married law student.  While working her 
internship to solve a cold case, it collides with her previous political career and 
her marriage. She faces a battle for survival and to find justice. 

 
Shogan, Colleen  Gore in the Garden 

Congressional staffer and amateur sleuth Kit Marshall hopes to reconnect with 
her hippie-turned-techie brother, but the reunion gets complicated when the 
body of a high-ranking government official is found at the United States Botanic 
Garden. 

  
Stoler, Cathi   Bar None: A Murder On The Rocks Mystery 

Jude Dillane, owner of The Corner Lounge on New York City's 10th Street and 
Avenue B, finds her friend and landlord Thomas "Sully" Sullivan's work pal, Ed 
Molina, dead in a pool of blood in Sully's apartment. She's sure it wasn't suicide 
as the police suspect. 

     
Swinson, David  Trigger 

Former good cop, Frank Marr is forced into retirement from the D.C. Metro 
police due to his addictions. Now, as a private investigator for a defense 
attorney--and his ex-girlfriend, he tries to clear a close friend on the D.C. police 
force who’s been accused of shooting an unarmed teenager. 

 
Topol, Allan    Washington Operator 

Kelly Cameron, a rising star in the FBI, launches a plan to thwart a plot by the 
Chinese and a powerful, corrupt, and immoral Washington operator George 
Corbin to take over Middle Eastern oil, utilizing Iran as a puppet. 

 



Sports 
Bowen, Fred   Speed Demon 

A ninth-grader is torn between running track and trying out for football. His 
father would love to see him play football, but his mother is against it. 

 
Burden, Brian   Beer, Brats and Grasshoppers: The Sports Tourists Rank  
Morse, Blair    Baseball's Cathedrals 

What’s the best park in baseball? The ivy-covered walls of Wrigley Field? The 
sunshine, palm trees and mountains of Dodger Stadium? 

 
Burden, Brian   The Sports Tourists Guide to the English Premier League, 2018-19 Ed. 
Morse, Blair English soccer arouses great passion. Read about the histories of 20 clubs, their 

rivals and trophies won. Join the authors as they visit pubs in each town. 
   

Travel 
Moss, Jess   Easy Weekend Getaways from Washington, DC:  

Short Breaks in Delaware, Virginia, and Maryland 
Perfectly planned year-round getaways from the nation’s capital. You can use 
this guide as a checklist of cool DC-adjacent getaways to tick off, or play 
weekend roulette— just close your eyes, flip the pages, and pick an adventure. 

 
White House/History 

Hunter, Kristen Mid-Century Fashion and the First Ladies: From Ready-to-Wear to 
Haute Couture 
Eleanor Roosevelt, Mamie Eisenhower, Jacqueline Kennedy, Betty Ford: each 
took a different approach, for different reasons. Their choices—from ready-to-
wear to haute couture—reflect their times and what they saw as their role, as 
well as, of course, their personal taste. 

 
McGwin, Lauren   White House Weddings 
Werling, Elyse The history of the White House weddings is with fully illustrated articles on the 

earliest and more recent brides, the public's curiosity, decorations, wedding 
cakes, and related historic sites. 

 
 McLaurin, Stewart D.  Presidents and Sports 

A look at the sports personally pursued by the presidents—before, during, and 
after their White House years—as well as the national pastimes they share in 
celebrating with the American people. " 

 

   


